5


 Cyberbullying policy problem



Author’s Name
Affiliation
Course
Instructor
Date 











The Stop Bullying Act of 2021
Cyberbullying occurs when someone uses electronic media, such as social media, to send messages with the goal of harassing or intimidating another person. Cyberbullying is a common form of violence that has arisen due to the widespread use of technology in social media, particularly among kids and teenagers. Cyberbullying has just been designated a felony by the law, following multiple incidents of persons losing their lives due to cyberbullying. According to Singh et al. (2017), cyberbullying occurs in public and outside of the school institution and within the school grounds. Cyberbullying has been identified as a type of violence in schools, and the disciplinary system is well aware of such incidents. To maintain school discipline, cyberbullying was deemed a form of violence in schools. Students are bullied in school, particularly in college and high school, which has a severe impact on their studying and the victims' lives as a whole.
Cyberbullying is a type of school violence since it falls under the category of youth violence, occurs on school grounds, and can injure kids emotionally or physically. These components of violence have been addressed by the school, which has rules and regulations that limit the kind of violence that is likely to occur in schools. For example, in the case of cyberbullying in school, the school ensures that children are free from cyberbullying by enacting laws that punish students involved in cyberbullying in school. According to Fowler (2012), schools may have regulations to regulate and prevent cyberbullying in school and on campus. Still, the government also has a policy that may help prevent cyberbullying in schools. For example, the school may establish regulations and include them in the school code of conduct, including a consequence if they are broken. The state government has also implemented rules to ensure that schools are free of cyberbullying. 
One of the policies that has been fronted to curb cyberbullying in in schools is the Stop Bullying Act of 2021 (H.R.549 — 117th Congress (2021-2022). It was introduced by Rep. Krishnamoorthi, Raja on 28th January 2021. The Stop Bullying Act is a federal law aimed at reducing and preventing cyberbullying in schools. The Stop Bullying Act of 2021, was filed to modify the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to create a grant program to support state-level initiatives to establish antibullying task groups to analyze, address, and prevent bullying in elementary and secondary schools (Nettles & Cole, 1999). This is a primary reason for today's decrease in cyberbullying in schools. This Act has ensured that anyone involved in cyberbullying violence is prosecuted, and this has been accomplished.
The policy will undergo the six stages of the policy process identified by Anderson.  Anderson devised a policy-making procedure to aid in formulating public policy. This policy-making method may be used to create a policy that would help the school prevent cyberbullying. For example, in Anderson's approach, there were six steps to the process: problem identification, agenda setting, policy creation, policy acceptance, policy execution, and finally, policy evaluation. According to Anderson (2012), any policy must go through these stages to be effective. We'll do this, for example, if we want to apply the Anderson model to find a policy that will help alleviate the cyberbullying problem.
The first step will be problem identification. Here what will be considered is the statement of the problem that is affecting the students in school. For instance, in this case, the problem identified is cyberbullying. This is the foundational stage as it is why a policy is required to solve the identified problem. The school intellectuals will try to look for an issue that is causing discomfort and unrest to the students that are affecting the students. This could be done by administering questionnaires or through interview schedules or suggestion boxes to get the students' responses. 
The second step is agenda-setting; here, the personnel involved influence the importance placed on the topics of the public agenda. The intellectuals in the school try to talk to the students about the issue raised to find the cause of the problem and the way to go about handling the problem. In the context of cyberbullying, the school will be able to curb the problem of cyberbullying in school. The next step is policy formulation. In this process, the intellectuals will come up with the best possible strategy that is thought to solve the problem of the problem stated. The school personnel will find out how cyberbullying can be eliminated and the policies that may be the most appropriate in dealing with cyberbullying. 
The fourth step will be policy adoption. After finding the most appropriate strategy that will help curb cyberbullying in school, the school will go ahead and see whether this strategy that has been chosen will work. They may also develop support for the proposed design and see whether it is going to work. The fifth step is the policy implementation stage, where the policy is applied to the problem. This is the policy that was agreed on during the whole process from stage one to stage four. For instance, in the case of cyberbullying, the procedure might be to declare punishment to any student involved in the cyberbullying scam within the school by the disciplinary committee. Using the public policy, the school might implement the Stop Bullying Act and see how students take it and see its impact on the students. 
The last stage is the policy evaluation stage. This is where the state now assesses the policy and the problem to find out whether the problem has been effective or not. This may be done by the school or be done by the state, depending on the policy. For example, the school might use the same method that was used to collect data in the problem identification stage and find out whether the instances of cyberbullying are still rampant (Kowalski & Morgan, 2017). This is the only way to know whether the policy adopted and implemented was correct and can be used. For instance, the approach will have worked if the responses say that the cyberbullying cases have been reduced. If the answers state that the issues are still the same or have increased, we will know that the policy has failed to solve the problem. 
As a result of the rising number of bullying instances in schools, the Stop Bullying Act was enacted. Violence had been discovered to be the norm in schools, particularly in high schools and colleges. According to statistics, incidents and cases of online bullying were at an all-time high in November 2018, with 48 states reporting instances of cyber bullying. This demonstrates how severe and widespread cyberbullying was. Following the violence, the government sought to put an end to cyberbullying by proposing legislation and public policy. As a result, Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi proposed the Stop Bullying Act, which he saw as having a lot of promise.
            In conclusion, the policy making process is a lengthy process which consists of six stages: problem identification, agenda setting, policy creation, policy acceptance, policy execution, and finally, policy evaluation. Stop Bullying Act of 2021 (H.R.549 — 117th Congress (2021-2022). introduced by Rep. Krishnamoorthi, Raja on 28th January 2021 aims at reduce bullying in elementary and secondary schools. It is in the first stage of the legislative process. 
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